The 2010 Mid-Term Elections

Using this website: http://elections.nytimes.com/2010/house and other internet resources answer the following questions:

1. What is a “Mid-Term Election?”

 

2. Complete the following table for the 2010 Virginia Congressional Elections

 

	District
	Current Office Holder
	Current Party
	Projected Party

to Win
	Description of Congressional District (major town/city, geography, economy, demographics)

	1. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10. 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11. 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

 

3. Currently the party breakdown of the Virginia Congressional Delegation is 5 Republicans and 6 Democrats.  In 2007 during the 110th congress there were 8 Republicans and 3 Democrats.  Taking into consideration these facts and the information you gathered answer the following:

· What factors may have caused the shift from a Republican dominated congressional delegation in 2007 to a Democrat majority in 2009?
4. The NY Times is currently predicting that 5 districts are solid Republican, 2 are solid Democrat, 2 are likely Democrat and 2 are a tossup.  What factors do you think may have contributed to this uncertainty in the upcoming election? (There are additional resources to answer this question on the blog site (garveygovernment.wordpress.com)
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